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. 
r. ee baren in ee ge par af this "TINY 
mention'd h Bonds, which he was in at Rome, for the 
lake of the Goſpel , at the time of bis writing this E- 


pg 4 N "08 ? 
"of — 


\ ; a 
20 wo. Wo 


piſtle; takes occaſion From, them to declare his readineſs to 


 magnifie C briſt in his Body, whether it ſhould be by Life or by 
Deut b. And the reaſon of this his readineſs he tells us was, 


| becauſe he was ſure to be a very great Gainer either way. If 


he ſhould live on, he doubted not but he ſhould likewiſe go 
on faithfully and iaduſtriouſſy Preaching the Goſpel, 


Jo doing amplifying and enlarging, thro G O D's 
and it I live in the Fleſh, tha i the Fruit of my Labour, If. 


| ke ſhould Die, be was ready even then to comfort himſelf, 

with thoſe bleſſed Expectations and Aſſurances which he bad, 

that, as ſoon as ever he ſhould be abſent from the Body, 
ſhould & 
Cron of Ng deo for bim, 1 in Heaven. To me to Die u 
Lain. And, having ſuch a plorious Proſpect on both ſides, be 
| knows not what to wiſh for , yer what I ſhall chooſe, I 


preſent with the Lord; and that there was laid up a 


not, for I am in a ſtrait | betwit tuo; on the one (ide. „ having 


4 tf tre to depart, to get out of this troubleſome World (trou- 


chleſome to him, to bè ſure, who had ſuffer d fo many dreadful 
things from it) and to be with Chrzft his dear lov d Lord, in the. 
preſent po fiefſion of his Joys, which was far better, infinitely - 


moſt eligible for bim, if he had regarded himſelf only; on the 


\ 


Only let 
ee be, as it becometh the ee o | 


as he 
had done, and, by this means, in promoting his Maſter's Ho- 
nour, ſerting forward che Salvation of his Brethren, and, by 
grace and 
mercy, his own Reward in Heaven: To me to live 15 Chriſt, 


\ 
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| 0 
bother (ide, being conſcious to himſelf, that to ahide in tbe 


Elelb, to continue in this life, was more ” od thew; * 
| ws Aloe 3/8 
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3 
3 at binn , hs: would be more likety* 0 "mats an 


happy proficiency in the Faithof Chriſt, and to dra W ner to 
5 Nee in it, under him their Spb, F her and. Fu ifs 


ul = 
F 80 4 


Scale, 0 doraiingh the choice of our oft Hunde Ap 
ſtle (that true lover of Souls indeed, that true Pattern oa 
Paſtoral Affection and concetn for the Flock of Chriſt, who. 
for their fakes, could be contented to put off the raking ballet. < 
3 fion, even of Paradiſe it ſelf, for fume time ) day, and even 
begets in him a firm perſwalion char for this realon, G O BD. 
would be pleas d to grant him a longer continuance among 
them: For this I take to be the ſenſe of the Word: whichtfgl> *. 
low. And having ths confidence, that to abide in the tl, 1h, 4 Fj 
more mee rap for zou; I know, or am verily perſwaded, that I 
| ſhall abi 
oy of Faith. However, be this as it would , and as it ſhauld 
pleaſe GO D, to whom he entirely left it; yet one thing hne 
tells chem, he muſt not forget to put them in mind of, a thing 
ok the higheſt Moment and Importance, a thing of avtolite 
neceſſiry toward; their eternal Welfare, Nay indeed the very 
ene thing needful (a better Leſſon he could not pattibly teach 
them ii he were preſent with them; a bettet Legacy he could 
ndt poſſibly bequeath to them, if he was never to ſee them 


and continue with you all, for your furtherance and 


any more ) Only let your Converſation, the whole manage- 


ment and conduct of your Lives, be as become, or is agreable . , 


1 the Goſpel of Chriſt.” 


And as the Apoſtie's very Farne ſt manner, in Which he re- 


commends this thing to us in my Text, is an Argument of. 


N % 


the very great weight and ſtreſs which he preſſeth it in * OO 


other of his Epiſtles, is an evident proof of the ſame. As, 

that to the Epheſians 4. 1. I beſeech ye that you walk RT 
of the vocation, wherewith ye are called. In that to the Coloſc 
fans, f. 9. 10. We do not ceaſe to pray for you, that ye N IN 5 
f walk whorty of the Lord unto all pl-afing, And in the Second 


to the Th:fſzlonians, 2.11. 12. You know how we +%horted © 


and comforted, and tharged every one of you, (a. a Father 
_ doth his Children) that ye would walk worthy of GO D, Who 
Bath called you unto bis W and Glory. | 
* 5 4 2 * That 5 
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That 8 we e may 12 5 > gb to d 


Feithlally to follow, this important Advice, I hall in my 2. l 5 


1 Diſcourſe, enden ſhew you. 


I. When we may be truly ſaid to, have our Converſation, | 


85 becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


II. What niet Obligations we bh a to uſe our ur- 


ow care ſo to have our Converſation. 


1. When we may be truly ſaid to have our Converſation, 5 
s becometh the Goſpel of Cbrit. And the general Anſwer to 
this Queſtion is very eaſy, viz, That then this may be truly | 
laid of us, when we lead ſuch lives, as the-Gdſpel of Chriſt 


requires that we ſhould lead; ſuch lives as are ſuitable to thoſe 


ples, choſe powerful and all conquerlog Aſſiſtances, thoſe glo- 


rious and encouraging Rewards, which are there ſet before 

us, and offer d to us. But, becauſe general anſwers are apt 
to have but very little effect, I add therefore more particu- 
% r nlp 5 that this may then, and only then, truly be fad . 


When. e 


1. We uſe our ewaſt FE Paine. and 1 to per- 


fam and to avoid every ſuck thing, as GOD has, * where, 
_ commanded us to perform or to avoid. And 


II. Do all this, in the [ſimplicity and ſincerity of our Hes: £4 
upon true Chriſtian Principles, and with the entirè concur- 


rence of our Minds, Wills, and AﬀeCtions: And 
III. Do it all, to the utmoſt perfection that we are capa- 


ble of, in full proportion to our Endowments and Abilities, 85 | 
and with and hearty deſire and endeavour to grow and im. 


prove, every Day more and more, in the knowledge and 


* 


"FR actice of our Duty. And 


IV. Are conſtant and ſee] in do this, throughout 7 


the whole courſe of our Lives; or, at laeſt, if at any time 


Z 1 and refin d Precepts, thoſe noble and illuſtrious Exam- 


We happen to ſlip or fall, do all that we can to rife again, and 


recover our ſelves, b a e ſincere, and ejc@uok Repen- | 


. 
Lat iy, Aſter all our beſt endeavours to perform our Duty 


after all our beſt performances of it, aſcribe the Praiſe and 


Glory of how hes to > & Q D, and entirely rely pon; his free 


Erie 847: 
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| "Grate andGoodneſs in Crit e : and, not in the leaſt upon . 
dur on Merit, for his acceptance and rewarding of them. 
I. When we uſe our utmoſt Care. Pains, and Diligence to 
perform and to vA every ſuch thing, as GOD has, an 


\ 


'. | where, commanded us to perform or to avoid. 
Is aid, our utmoſt Care, Pains, and Diligence, becauſe the 


ſtate of a Chriſtian, in this Life, is conſtantly repreſented in 


"Scripture, as a ſtare of great and continual danger and tem- 


tation; a ſtate of War, of Fighting and Mreſtling, not only“ 


againſt our own Luſts and Paſſions, againſt the Charms and 
Allurements, the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of a wicked World; 
and our own corrupt Nature, which always takes part with 
them ( which we cannot but know and feel to be formidable 
Enemies enough) but againſt Principalities , againſt Powers, 
againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of thus World, againſt Spi- 
ritual. Mickedueſt in bigh Places; and conſequently a ſtate, 


dence, and Caution, be continually upon Gur Guard, and ſum- : 


| where we have need to exert all our . uſe all our Fru - 
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mom all our Forces together, for aur 
Preſer vation. And hence it is, that we are ſo often exhorted 
to tale heed, to Watch, to be Circumſpect, to be Sober, to be Vi- 


fence , Secarity, and 


gilant, to uſe all Diligence, to Labour, to Strive, to Figbt, to 
reſiſt, to reſiſt unto Blood, &c. From all which it is plain, that 


| thoſe can never pretend to have their Converſation as be- 
, cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, who will be at none or very little 
thought or pains for the Service of GO D, and the Salvation 
ol their Souls; much leſs can they, who by their negligence - 
and carleſſgeſs, their lazineſs and idleneſs, lay chemſelves open 
to their Enemies, and even invite the World, the Fleſh, and 
the Devil, to make their aſſaults upon them, and carry them 
n 20 on nh 


of Again, | lay, every ſuch thing | as G O D bath commanded, A 


becauſe it is plain from Scripture , that whoſoever ſhall break. 

one of the leaſt of G O D's Commandments , ſhall be called the 
leaſt inthe Kingdom of Heaven, that is, ſhall have no part 
there at all; and that whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and 
pet offend in one Point, is guilty of all. So that, according to 
the terms of the Goſpel, the very ſingle ilful habit of an 
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ane plain Sin as Whoring,: Drinking, Swearing, cc. will be © 
ſuffi dient to Damn a Man, even tho in other reſpects, he may, 
Fee, the Low, way, and perhaps have ſome yery commenda- 
ble Qualicies into the bärgain ; a thing which I hearuly win 
1 one call rh.mfelues by the Name of Chriſt, would ſroully. ß 


- 


A: 


| — _ Laſtly Iſay; a3 GOD has any. where commanded, be- 
cauſe G Y has usd different ways of making known his 
Will co Mankimi, all which we are oblig'd to attend 10 and 6 
\ - comply with. The Goſpel indeed, is the laſt and molt per- 
| fect manifeſtation of G O D's Will to Man, but doth byno 
means aboliſh, aud render wholly uſeleſs, thoſe which he had 
| © © before,” Reaſon, tho? u doth not ſhine by much ſo bright 
and clear as Revelation, yet continues ſtill to give us a Ver 
good and uſfeful Light, which'we muſt take great care ha, 
Ve deſpiſa or neglict; and tho? all the Commandments one © 
| -- Old Teſtament do not now-oblige us, as they did the Jews 
| to hom many of them were peculiar : Yer all rhe Aoral Pte. 
|.  Cepts of. it, | which naveand eternal foundation in Reaſon, and. . 
tte nature of things, and which conſequently all Men are like 
| | goncern'd.in, are Rd), and everlaſtingly will be, in as good - 
|  Harce as ever. And therefore theſe our Lord expreſly tell us, 
be came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil, So that when any thing 
pPlainly appears to us, from the meer light of Reaſon, or th 
ld Teſtamear; to be our Duty, we are not with lome ſample | 
People, to queſtion its Authority, and deſpiſe it, as carnal, 
anch ont of date, purely becauſe it may happen got to be parti 
i , GOularly aud diſtinkly mentian'd in the Goſpel, (fers perhaps 
„ or this very: reaſon, ſome Dutics were there omitted, or at 
„ Kaſt not ſo fully andexplicaly mention d, becaule they were 
| > Very plain before, from Reaſon or the Old Teſtament) but 
pe are to lool upon it to be as truly the Will of GOD as 1 
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{pel ie ſelf, and to obe Vit accordingly. 


of : 


II. When we do all this, in the fmplicity and ſincerity of = 0 
dur Hearts, upon true Chriſtian Principles; and with the en- 
leite concurrence of our Minds, Wills, and Affectiors. It is 
nat enough to perform the Duties of the Chriſtian Religion, 
3 che Phoriees did thoſe of the Lay, only to be [cen of A 
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and to court theit FRO: d applauſe, to plegſe our. Sus 
periors, to eſtabliſh a Reputation, and make our ſelves Po- 
pPiular, to feed our Vanity and Oſtentation, or to ſerve ſome | | 
bother ſuch worlaly deſign or intereſt; no, they who are Reli- 
gious only from ſuch Principles, ſerve not GO D, but them 
Felpes, and, we are aſſured, muſt expect heir rewordfrom Mey. | 
only, but ſhall have none from theit Father,which x in Hea» {| 
ven. But the good Chriſtian muſt act upon much higher and 
nobler Principles, ſuch as the Scripture propoſeth to us: Aa 
fear of che Puniſhments, and hope of the rewards of a furure 
ſtate ; an unfeigned love of his Brethren , and concern for 
ttmeir well- fare in all things, more eſpecially Spiritual; a deep 
and humble ſenſe of GO D's Supreme Authority over. all 
Mankind, of his infinity Wiſdom and Goodneſs in his G- 
vernment of them, and of his untpeakable Condeſcenſion and 
Loving kindneſs, in ſending his Son Chriſt Jeſus to ſeek and 
to ſa ve them; an above all, a molt ardent love of him and _ 
\, > ourBleſſed Saviour, and an earneſt deſite to become like them, 
and to pleaſe them, and to promote their Honour and Glory 


\ 
1 


Deither will a bare external Worſhip of GOD, and per- 
fotmance of Religious Duties, ſerve a. Chriſſian's turn; but 
be muſt be careful to obey from the Hrart, to worſhip in Spirit 
a4 ud in Truth, to be renew'd in the Spirit af bu Mind, to glo- 
riß 60 D in hs Spirit, or Ming , and to be boly in that, aas 
well as in Body. His inward Man muſt always go along with | 
his outward : He muſt not only come to the publick Worſhip 
of G OD, but he muſt have his thoughts and affections fix d 
upon the buſineſs which he is there employed in: He muſt 
not only Pray, but Peay with Zeal and Fervency ; not only 
bear the Word, but hear it with reverence and attention; not 
only receive the Communion of the Body and Blood of Ohriſt, 
dut receive it with Repentance, Faith and Charity. He muſt 
love his Brother, not in Mord and in Tongue only, but in Deed 
aud in Truth; and, as to himſelf, he muſt be pure ia Heart, 
in his very inmoſt Thoughts and Deſires, as well as in his out- 
pad Actions, or he will never ſee G0 D. In fine, whatever 
be doth, he muſt do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not as 
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I1II. When we do all this to the utmoſt perfection that we 
dre capable of, in full proportion to our Endowments and ar- 
' / bilities, and with an hearty deſire and endeavour to grow ang 
3 improve every Day more and more in the knowledge and 5 
practice of our Duty. The Chriſtian Religion doth not con- 
| tent it ſelf only wich our doing no Evil, but with our abſtain- 
| ing from all appearance of it, every thing that may look like 
l/ the leaſt approach towards it; not barely with our becoming 
god, but with our approving or trying things that are ex- 
| *  cellent, and becoming as far as we are able, perfedt; perfect 
to the very higheſt degree, even s our: Father which a in 
| Heaven c perfect. It requires us, as to do good, ſo to be rich 
in good Works, to be fruitful in every fort of them, and ac- 
cCording to the ſeveral ralenrs which we have received, to give 
So bu own again with Uſury ; as not to be unfruitfulin'the 
|  -Knowledgeof Chrift, not to male Vain the Grace of God. 
So to grow in Grate, and in the knowledge of our Lord & Sa- 
| ®*iour Feſus Chriſt , to abound more and more, and to be daily 
| adding one Grace and Vertue to another, that ſo at laſt we 
may be Perfect and Entire, wanting nothing. 
And Happy, Happy would it be for us, if, according to 
i theſe Rules, we would be careful, ( not to draw as near as 
| we can poſlibly Suppoſe, with the utmoſt ſtretch of the Law., 
we lawfully may to the Borders ot Sin, which is the pitiful _ 
anddſ unchriſtian Policy of ſome Men, and has ruin'd its Thou- 
fands and its ten Thouſands : But) like true Chriſtians, true 
Haters and Abhotrers of Sin, to keep our ſelves aloof, ata 
mighty Diſtance from it. If, whatever we do in a Religious 
Way, we would do it with all our Might, and be fo far from 
j thinking our ſelves good enough, as to be always aſpiring and 
, _ endeavouring atter higher Degrees of Goodneſs and Perfe- 
{ © Chion-: If thoſe who are Rich and Great among us, would di- 
(ſtinguiſh themſelves: by the extraordinary Good which they 
do; by becoming illuſtrious Examples of Piety and Vertue, 
1 by being ready to Diſtribute, and willing to Communicate out 
F their Abundance, and by uſing all their Power and Autho- 
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ert of evil Doers , 8 . FIN the Praif of 


them that do Well, And, if all of us, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, would in our reſpective Stations, and in proportion to 
dea ſeveral Abilities, do all that in us lyeth, for the promoting 
tbe Intereſt of Religion, „ the Honour of God, and the true 
We Happineſs of Mankind. Always remembring that we ſer ve 


a Maſter, who expects to Reap where he hath Son, and 5 
who, where. he hath given much, will require the more. 


One thing more I would willingly add under this Head, | 


f aa that is, that as we are to improve in our performance of 
Religious Duties, ſo ought we likewiſe to improve in'the ' | 
Principles upon which we perform them. The Terror of the 
Lord, or a reſpedt to the recompence of Reward, are moſt com- | 
5 monly, and undoubtedly lawfully may be (elle the Scriptures 
would never have propoſed them as ſuch ) the firſt Motives or | 
2 Pfinciples upon which Men are perſwaded to become Reli? 
gious. But then, a ſenſe of GO D's Goodneſs and inſinite 5 
Perfection, an entire Love of him and our Bleſſed Saviour, 
and a zealous Deſire to have their Honour and Glory advanc'd Ms 
to the utmoſt, mult after wards take place in our Hearts, and 
Crown our Righteouſneſs. Theſe are the Nobleſt and moſt _ 
_ Generous Principles of Religion, as having leaſt of our Selves, 
and moſt of God in them, and theretore theſe we may be ſure 
will be moſt acce ptable to God. And accordingly we find, 
that theſe were the chief Principles upon which the A oltles, TY 


and Diſcipies and fart Chriſtians, and, which is more chan all 


6 | theſe, our Bleſſed Lord himſelf aQed.. 5 | 
IV. When we are conſtant, and perſevere i in doing this — 


© thro! the whole Courſe of our Lives; or, at leaſt , if at any 


time we happen to Slip or Fall, do all we can to riſe again. 


and recover our ſelves by a "timely., fincere, and HectuallRe- 


3 pentance, The Converſation of a Chinn”, is not to be 


: 5 made up of ſudden Heats and Fits of Religion, frequently in- 


4 bo ; 


 rertupted, and ſometimes wholly laid aſleep for a very long 

time ; nay, and too often chang d into Heats and Fits of a 
quitte contrary Natures He is not to Pray one Hour, and 

Swear the next: To come to Church on the Lord's Day 


Morning , and ſer in for N and Came in the After- 


- B00ne 


11 % 


hae a Week, of Retirement, 2 * another of Debauchery; but but 
he is to be all of a Pizce, and to carry on an even and * vari 
Courſe of Vertue choughour all-the leverab Stages, and in all 

the ſeveral Inſtances; „of his whole Life. Ne is to be Holy, 
as far as he is able, a GOD & Hoh, rhat is, to be ſure, with 
us little a Mixture of Sin and imperfection, as is poſſible to 
Man : He is to ſerve God in Holineſ and Kigbteouſneſi all the 
| '. Days of bis Life: as ſoon as he names he Name of Chriſt, he 
lf. wo depart from all Iniquity, and be is to continue fairbfal 
unto Death, that he may obtain 4 Crown of Liſe. 
& Bo his firſt aim, this he is ſincerely to defipn, and labour Her. 


But, becauſe God fore-faw that tmhappy Man would be 


5 200 hape to fail of this continued: Righteouſneſs he has there- 

ſiore out of his infinite Mercy and Compaſſion towards us, Se- 
lf  condarly and hy may of Recovery only, 1 open a Place for 
i  Repentance\, that is, for our Return to him, after we have 
Lone aſtray, by an hearty Sorrow- for our Sins paſt, and a 


1 change aud amendment of our whole Converſation 
for the Future. Never in rhe leaſt intending that Men ſhould 
"From hence take Occaſion wilfully and dehberately to enter 


. into a Courſe of Sin, purely upon An Profpe& and Encoura- 


gement of the-Priviledge of Repenting afterwards, no (no, 
this is a moſt notorious Abuſe of God's Mercy, and Sinners 
had beſt take Care that they do not too far provoke GOD by 


it) but chiefly th it the Surpriz/d and Unwary, the Thought- 
llels and Unconfidering- Sinners, the Sinners who have not 
1 5 offended ſo very Preſumtuouſiy, and with ſuch an High Haud, 
might find ſhelter from Divine Vengeance, in rhis City of 
25 + Provided always that they Repent in Time, before 
they are frighten'd into it by old Age, Sinkneſs, or a Death 
Bed, (kor of theſe the Caſe is very doubtful, becauſe their 
' Repentance ſcems to proceed rather from an entire Regard to 
72 themſelves, than any Reſpect to God and his Glory : And if 


CEN fo, they have great Reaſon to doubt \whirher God will accept 


D it,) as alſo that they Repent | ſincerely, not only to ſerve a 
preſent Torn, 'till they have recover'd this fit of Sickneſs, char 
F couble or "OO: Ge. _ God teh is too com- 


7 „* moniy 


* a . — * N 8 - 
\ j : ” Y * 3 7 * 4 * F> 
: _— . 


* E 
B 3 Ts b tis: no and Oppreſi to Morrow: Te 


his is to + 


N 1 
f „ 
= 


AY, 


monly the Caſe ; but with a full Pur 


* n — oa . = *.7 * , N * 
7 * A 2 * 3 N. 3 \ Se. L 
1 5 . * * , I * * 9 * 5} .* : : | g ? A * q a © 
' 5 C 6 1 L. * 
- — * . y * « & WW | 7 4. N . % 
. % a : 2 f | 
0 f . 5 Pg 


\ 


* 


50 
* 
1 


9 


rpoſe to ſerve God, ang 
to Live to him all the remainder of their Lives and leſtly,, 
chat they do it effectualiy, ſo as to bring forth Fruits meet 4 | 
' Repentance, a conſtant Succeſſion of good Works for a conſi- 
__|  derable Time, which alone can Evidence the Sincerity and 
Lay, When after all our beſt Endeavours to do our Duty, 


| 


all our beſt Performances of it, we aſcribe the Praiſe and Glory 


things which are commanded you, ſay, we are unprofitable Ser- 


wants, we bave done that which was our Duty to do. And 
with great reafon ſure ; ſince it 8:G OD that worketh in ts, 
Bot h to will and to do, according to his good Pleaſure ; fince 
pve are nat ſufficient of our ſelves, but our ſufficrency ts of GOD 5 
and it is he that make au perfect in every good Work, to do bis 
Mill, working in us that which is well. pleaſing in bis ſight, 
I bro feſiu Chriſt ; And, as to our Reward, we know wha 
hath told us that it is not of Debt, but of Grace, and that by | 


Grace we are ſav'd, thro? Faith, and that not of our ſelves, 


c 2 "6 
* 


7 


” 


are made Heirs according to the hope of Eternal Life, 
Vo ſee then that the having our Converſation as beeometh 


the Goſpel of Chriſt , comprehendeih in it a vat deal 3 even 
all that Care, Pams, and Diligence, all that univerſal Re- 


gard to O D's Commandmints ; all that Sincerity and Sims 


of them all to God, and entirely rely upon his Free Grace 
and Goodneſs in Chriſt Jeſus, and not in the leaſt upon our - _ 
own Merits, for his acceptance and rewarding of them For Fe, 3 
what ſays the Scripture ?- When: you all bade done. all thiſs 


— 


irs the Gift of GO D ; that wa are Accepted, not for our own 
ales, but in the Below: d, and, bemg juftified by bis Grace, 


_ plicnty, both in Pringipl-s and Prattice ; all that zealous aim 
at, and enden ueur after Perfetton', that abounding in good, _ 


Works, that juſt uſe and improvement of our reſpeHive Ta-/ 


lents ; all that Conſt ancy and Perſever ance in doin g Good 3 

all that Seaſonableneſs ,- Heart meſs, and Frunfulnt ſi in our 
Repentence; and Laſtiy, all that Humble-Miud dneſs, and 

Self Denial, of aſcribing all the Praiſe of our beſt Eudea- 
yours and Performances to GO , and relying wholly upon 


J 


his Goodnels , in Cbriſt Jejaus , for the Acceptance and Re- 
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3 « "TA which are ſo often requird of Chriſtians in 
925 Fer ture. 


| h 

3 And now perhaps, you will be apt to ſay. Whois f 

7 5 fs all theſe things? I anſwer, every Chriſtian (generally 
BE ſpeaking ) that is but as willing ; ; as he will be made able : 
| 


For tho it is true indeed, that of our ſelves we are weak and 


unable to do any good thing, much leſs all theſe good things : 
| Let at the ſame time it muſt be con (der'd, car e are ferong 


at his Grace 
1 wWu.oiͤll be ſufficient for u, his Strenght made perfel mn our Ne- e > 
| 


* is the Lord, and in the Power of his Might , 


+ neſs, and that we ſhall be enabled to do all thing. through Cbriſt, 


ich ſtrengt beneth s. And upon theſe Grounds we may be : 


confident, with St. Paul, that GO D, who hath begun. 's 
Boy of Jeſus Chriſt's coming to Judgement. - 


a Work, without doing of which, we can never be eaſy * 


. / "ue Minds here, never, be happy hereafter : As will moſt 


5 plainly appear, as ſoon as I ſhall have laid before you. 


. ²— — — 
- F 


give! them. 


| general, that all GO D's ne are to be obeyed by 


ſo will it more particularly aſſure us, in reſpect of c our Chri- 
tian Converſation,, that it is the Converſation of a Man, of 


Reaſon and Perfection. And that the reſtraints , which, the 


; bringing under Subjection our ſenſual Luſts and Appetites, 


r at * 2 1 b 9 
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Meient : 


good Work in us, will all perfect it, even, until, and mt be 


F Let us then, without any more delays or 2 Wigan 5 
I, 'h attend to this important, this great, this neceſſary Work ,, 


II. The ſtrict Obligations which we lye under thas to 
Hbuave our Converſation, And ſurely theſe Obligations muſt 
| needs be very ſtrict, ſince they bind us with all the force, that 


our Reaſon, our Gratitnde, our Fuſtice, and our Sonny can 5 
I, Our Reaſon , which, beſides that hall tell * in thi f 


us, and muſt neceſſarily be agreeable to. the higheſt reaſon, . 
from which it is impoſſible for & O D, in the leaſt, to ſwerve; 


a reaſonable Creature, moſt highly perfedtive of a rational 
Nature, and directly tending to make us, in a very great 
degree, like to GO D himſelf, the Suprem Pattern of all 


| Goſpel'lay upon us, are no more than are neceſlary , for the 


| - which would otherwiſe be an intolerable Shame and Re- 
q 7 12 ; 1 „ Prosch Ip 75 
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| of it, and to prepare and diſpoſe us for the enjoyment of ano- 
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proach to us 4. no more than are . to kelp: us "EIN 


| ſetting our Affecti ont too much upon this World and the rings” 


ther Life, infinitely-more agreable to a rational Nature, than 
this, for ever and ever. And what then, in the name of 
Reaſon, hath any Man to object againſt this 2 Will he call 
| himſelf a Man; and will he not live like one? Would he be 


admir'd for his Reaſon, and yet himſelf diſ-regard and deſpiſe -_ 
it ? WhenGOD hath made him of one ot the nobleſt and 


upper · moſt Ranks of Beings, would he degrade himſelf, and 


ö make himſelf more Vile, even that the Beaſts that Periſh 2 i 


4 Theſeech you, "Brethren, by the Mercies of GOD, that 


2 preſen your Bodies a Irving Sacrifice , boly acceptable to 
D, which is your reafonable ſervice. - 


£11. 'Our Gratitude ; in the Words of St. Paul, which I juſt 
now mention'd,, you find the Aercies of GO Dur o'd as an 
Argument to perſwade Men to lead Holy and truly — 
Lives. An ſurely they muſt needs appear to be a very ſtrong 


and powerful one, for this purpoſe, to any Man that ſeriouſſy 


conſiders how numberleſs and unſpeakably great they have 
been towards us. After all that. G O D has done for us, in our 
Creation, Preſervation, and, above all, our Redemption, by 


the Death and Paſſion of his only begotten, and moſt dearly be- 


loved Son, whom he ſpared not, but delivered up for us all. 
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After all this,” we mult have Heert' harder than Adamant, if 
we are not affected with a moſt render, deep, and laſting _ 


| Senſe of this his Love towards us , and his Sens of his inſi- 
' nite Love and Kindneſs towards us, cannot but beget in us a 
moſt ardent an intenſe Love towards him; and, naturally con- 
amen this, a moſt earneſt defire to make him, all the 
returns of Love that we can, by ſtudying to pleaſe bim in all 
things, to do his Will before our own, and to 5 his Com- 
mandments, whatſoever it may coſt us. 
III. Our Faftice, which, as it doth exact from us an udi-⸗ 
ver ſal Obedience to all G O D's Commandments, as.a moſt. 


Juff Debt from all his Creatures to him; ſo doth it more eſpe. - _ 


cially require at our Hands a performance of all thoſe ſolemn 
Vows and Fin, by which we bers 3 over and over, en. 
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8 ny bur inns; : to have bur Converſation. a Mn "Y 
| |. Goſpel of Chriſt, As in our Baptiſm, our Confirmation,” our” 
1 Communion n the Body an Blood of Cbriſt, our ordina 
Prayers, Publick und Private , and more particularly _ 
8 which we have offered- up to G OO, in the Day of „ 
and „ and at the times of publick \Sory-w and Ha- „ 
nmuliation for Sin. And can we potlibly be ſo tooliſh as to 
think that all theſe Vows an Promiſes will and for nothing ? 14 
: Is 1 it o very heinous and foul a Crime to Lie to Man, and is 
it none at all to Lie to GOD, and to the Hol; V Ghoſt FT 
/, we be ſo ready to call. one another to account " fe breach of 1 
1 Promiſe, and judge it a neceſſary piece of Honour ſo to do?s?s 
and can we be lo ſtupid as to believe, that GOD alone s © 
 _ regardleſs of his Honour, and takes no notice whether Men 
make good thetr Vowsto hin) or no? No, let us not deceive 
bir Rives”: there is not one of all theſs Vow! and Promiſes, _ 
but What is 2 in G0 D's Book, not one that we ſhall not 
be calld to a ſtrict account for, at the Laſt Day. GO Dis 
 Infinitely more jealous of his Honour; has he hath infinitelyß | 
more reaſon, than we can poſſibly be of ours ; and. —— FR 
we may aſſure our ſelves that he will not- be #ocked by us - * 
but, as we have pretended to him a readineſs to will, lo he 
will expect from uw, at our utmoſt Peril, a Performance alfo. 
Laftly, Our Intereſt : And what is there that we can poſs 
idly think of under this Head, that doth nat powerfully plead 
for (ich a Converſation as b:cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt? What 
is there that we can in reaſon wilh for or vhs that this 1 is not 
: the moſt ready and hkely way to obtain for us? 0 
Do we deſire the o ward Enjoyments of this World, Ri- 
bh. Honour, Power, &c. what way ſo likely to obtain 
theſe, as by che goodneſs of our Lives, to engage God on our 
_ fide, who is the Giver of them all > Nay, and too engage 
Men too, who will hereby be invited, more than by any other 
| ' thing whack ever, to Love us, to Reſyed us, to Truft us, to 
Serve us, to Wjoyee in our Proſperity and Advancement, and 8 
to Help towards it all they can. ys 
Or do we, like wiſer Men, defire thoſe END. Enjoyment | 
of Saen ee of Mind, of F e e 1 . 
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0 
| Sickneſs, 4 dns; even en it ſelf, of a ebe fl 104 nen 
Hleatt, of a Mind undiſturb d by Luſts and Paſſions , of peace 
g i of Conſcience, and that yet more Jelnable peace J God which 

paſſet h all Underftanding ? Wpere, I beſeech you, are all 
deſe to be found, but in the Life of a good Chriſtian? Where, dt: 
but in the Religion of him, who both had them all himſelf inn 
the higheſt degree, and bad Power to beſtow them on whom- 
ſoever he ſhould pleaſe, and has actually Faid chem to all 29108 
« his faithful Followers and Diſcip es. 8 
I oo ſay all at once, Dq we deſite to . creclaſticg MI. 
ſeery, and to obtain everlaſting Happineſs ? There is ba one 
1 * way of doing this, and that is, by becoming boly in all man- 
ner f Converſation, by per fecting Holineſs in the fear of God, 
and fo rendering our ſelves mees to be partakers of the Inhiri- = 
tance of the Saint in Light, f 
| There will come a Day, believe me there will, 7 but why 2 
do l ſay believe me? Believe your own Reaſon and Conſciences, © 
believe the Wiſeſt and Holieſt of Aden or Angels, nay, or even 
but believe God himſelf, who canngt poſſibly deceive you) 
when GOD ſhall judge i in the Morli in Rig hteonſneſs,and give 
to every Man according to his Deedi; to them, who, by paticnt 
© continuance in well. doing, have ſought far Glory, Honour, and 
Immortality, Eternal Life : But to them. who have been Cen- 5 
antious, and have not obeped the Truth , hut obeyed Unrighte- 
ee Indignation, and Wrath, Tribe luke. end Add . 
upon every Soul of them : A Day, when the Bleſſed Saviour 
| | or the World will no longer appear to be that mean and in- 
con ſiderable Perſon, that tome Men would now make of him; 
but ſhall be reveal d from Heaven, with his holy Angels, „ 
Flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not God, = 
and obeyed not his Goſpel : A Day of Darkneſs and Gloomineſs, "2:1 ol 
ol Wrath and Fierce Auger, of Horrour and Amazement : 
When Sinners ſhall be afraid, and the Hypocrites ſhall. be ſur- 
prix d with fearfulneſs : When the boldeſt and moſt daring _ 
+ Sinner, that ever liv'd, ſhall Sneak and Crouch, ſhall Weep 
and Woil, ſhall be Confounded and hang down bis Head, and 
be ready. to give Ten Thouſand Worlds, if he cod be 
1525 worth them a for fa much 25 one | Sony or Glimpſe of ay 3 
16 | do | om 
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F- ? Earth, and tbe great Men, and the rich Men, and the cb 
3 - © Captains, „and the migbi) "Mtn , and the Free- Man, ds well 


| = "as the Bond. Man, ſhall. bide rhemſebves i in the Dens , and in 
 - . the Rocks of rhe Mountains, and ſhall fay to the Mountains 


and Rocks, fall on us „and hide u from the Face of bim 
that ſittet he on theThrons , „ and from the Wrath of the Lamb; 


WAG — 4 — 
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10 ftand? 1 
X uy = Be wiſe How tber; , 6 ID Bat 4, 
Be inſtracted, ye that are Princes and fads es of the Earth; 


N, into idle Hands GO D has put ſuch aft Powers uud 
Opportunities of being and doing Good: Te, who have 1 q 
large. Accounts to make out at the Day of Judgement : , 
' whoſe fall, from the height of Temporal Grandeur and Pro: 
ſgperity, into the loweſt Abyſs of Eternal Wretchedneſs ang 
Miſery, will wake your Caſe, if you ſhould miſcarry, much 


more intolerable than ther of other Men. O that ye would 


be perſwaded to ſerve bb Lord wit h fear, and to rejoice unto 


bim with reverence : That ye would K ifs the Son, ſincerely 


and entirely obey him , teſt be be Angry „and ſo ye Periſh 
from the rigbt way: For, if his Wrath be kindled, yea ; but 
a4 little; much more, if it be kindled to that great Degree, 5 
0 which it moſt certainly will be at the great and terrible 
Day of Mratb : Bleſſed, yea for ever . n all * 4 
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"Goat 8 hepleGted and deff iſed 1 70 2 WW Day; . 
there ſhall be reſpecł of Perſons of God \ but the Kings of the 


For the great Day w his Wrath is come, and wie. be able 
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